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MY LAST HURRAH - Well folks, this is it. My final article as
commodore of the SeaGate Yacht Club. | know, lTknowd y ou 6 r e
probably thinking,A But wai t, who will write t
essays filled with questionable metaphorsanddad-j ok e h Do ? 0 74
worry. The club will continue with the leadership of Tricia Pratto and our
2026 board.

FIRST, THE THANK-YOUS - To all members: your support this /
year has been nothing short of spectacular. You showed up, you N
cheered, and danced, and occasionally remembered where you parked
your car. Your willingness to help has been the engine of our success,
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d,ﬁspb,um_yasqm and | wouldnoét trade it for anyMhin X
Conmsodore Thank you again for a great year. To the Board:
Vice Commodore i Tricia Pratto

Rear Commodore i Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs
Treasurer / Roster i Robin Erickson
Secretary i Debbie Miller
Junior Staff Commodore i Grace Toy
Membership i Sue Shalley

Port Captains i Bill Morgan & Joanna Robbins
Ships Store i Margee Lennard >
Fleet Surgeon i Staff Commodore Dr. Mark Monroe
Webmaster i Staff Commodore Josef Davydovits
Judge Advocate i Sue Westover-Giali

Communications, iwMichaekbi & :
N .
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You put in the hours, tackled every issue with
our club on an even keel. To our event hosts:
Acapulco Brunch Staff Commodore Melinda Johnson-Pasqua
BCYC Prime Rib Night Staff Commodore Cleve Sproule & Mark Arizmendi
Murder Mystery Dinner Staff Commodore John Humphreys & Margaret
SGYC Opening Day Jr. Staff Commodore Grace Toy
National Drink Wine Day Robin & Kirk Erickson / Kristi & Craig Whitacre
Night at the Races Levent & Giuliana Vural
RM House Happy Hour Jack & Diane Wiegand
Tuesday Cruisin Jack & Diane Wiegand
Potluck w/ Navy Yacht Club Commodore Chris Johnson-Pasqua
Duffy Poker Run Rear Commodore Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs
Rockdn the Docks Mona Marcos & Laura Roskelly
Newport Beach Cruise Michael & Doris Dix / Elliott & Debra Wainer
Holiday Boat Parade Rear Commodore Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs
Peace, Love & Disco Dock Party Sue Westover-Giali & Staff Commodore Dale Giali
Ships Store Happy Hour Margee Lennard & Sue Shalley
New Years Eve Vice Commodore Tricia Pratto
Thank you all, you turned ordinary parties int
several of our members now rate those as Athe hig

and occasionally saved the day with nothing more than a roll of duct tape and the sheer force of
your personality.
AND THEN THERE®S MELI NDA. MRasqua of aur,202Rstdffi nda Joh
commodore, my partner in crime, my best friend, lover, confidant, mother of our two spectacular
children and the only person who can tell me when | talk too long and my dad jokes are really
bad. Her guidance and counsel have been the rudder that kept me from steering this club
directly into the rocks. Wi thout her, | 6d probabl
everyone brought coleslaw.
LOOKING AHEAD - Next year promises clear skies, smooth water, fun parties, and cold
drinks under the leadership of Commodore Tricia Pratto and the 2026 Board. | have no doubt

theyoll take this club to eVvamivegsargd oratieashkeépght s c e
us fromreenactingGi | | i g a rbyascidéens | an d

So, thank you, SeaGate Yacht Club, for letting me serve, laugh, and occasionally spill
margaritas in your company. Ités been an honor, a

gl ass, toast the future, and r enc@&mglecdocklinési f eds t oo
Your outgoing commodore, Chris Johnson-Pasqua

Hello Wonderful SGYC Members,

| hope many of you are planning to
celebrate New Year 6s EWe Wi.—.t h me a
YC! Our theme for ri ngiw’uh 2026
Meets Bollywood! o Thin' egant Ne
jackets, gorgeous sarees, or a splash of
classic black tied of course, suits are
wel come t oo! |l 6m curr
Tricia Pratto perfect saree myself. Wish me luck!

Webve secured one of t
Huntington Beachd Love at First Bite.

y on the

Vice Conpmodore best cat e




They never disappoint, so prepare for a delightful dining experience!
Reflecting on this past year as Vice Commodore, | genuinely had a fantastic

time. Every event was memorable, and I 6m grat
such a pleasure getting to know so many of you and hearing your wonderful stories.

And now, hereb6s a surprise for 2026: as yo
by reserving a table for eight at BCYCG6s Prim
is approximately $40 perper son plus cocktails, and 1611 pr
youbd | i ke to join, p6llde5a3s%6 .c allelt Gosr stteaxrtt nteh ea tn
together with great food and great company!

Additionall vy, |l 6m excited to host casual i

year, creating more opportunities for connection and camaraderie.
Wishing you all a joyous holiday season filled with plenty of delicious treats and
cherished moments. Looking forward to seeing everyone in the New Year!
Happy Holidays and a very Happy New Year 2026!
Warm regards, V/C Tricia Pratto

Our Club Sets Sail for the Huntington Harbour Boat Parade:
Behind the Scenes of This Year
Excitement is building across our club for one of Huntington
Ha r b onoost bedoved traditions: the annual Huntington
Harbour Boat Parade, taking place this weekend on December
13th and 14th. Months of planning, creativity, and team spirit are
now coming together as we prepare our official boat parade
entryd an effort that brings out the best of our members both on
and off the water.
Joice Ziiriigiiiion-chs Each year, the parade offers a chance for our club to
Rear Commodore showcase imagination, teamwork, and plenty of holiday sparkle.
This year is no different. Our planning committee has been
meeting regularly to sketch concepts, choose materials, and engineer a design that
reflects not just festive cheer, but also the character and camaraderie of our club.
With this yierawntdtsh tMugsfirgcbtainstorming session brought
forward ideas ranging from classic holiday themes to ultimate fun. Ultimately, we landed
on a concept that promises to turn heads and light up the harbourd literally. With the
theme chosen, our team set to work mapping out lighting, props, sound and fun!
Last weekend - December 6th and 7th leading up to the parade, we gathered at
t he dock odé&rmed Wwiith exteas®rn cordspzip ties, props, ladders, and plenty of
enthusiasm. Decorating days have quickly become a highlight of the season. What
begins as a bare vessel transforms piece by piece into a floating spectacle of lights and
holiday spirit. We started installing everyth
With the parade just days away, final touches are being carefully
completed. Our SGYC boat will be glowing with holiday magic and ready
to join the joyful procession around the harbour.
Kind Regards, Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs, Rear Commodore




1 Joyce, you and your team of elves have indeed been working hard to
produce a good boat for us again this year! Hats Off to the Board as well, for so quickly
approving membership for Suzie, Floozy and the Buttermilk boys (below, bottom right)
so they can patrticipate in the parade. For the record though, some of us feel it is unfair
to say these are not the first dummies to be voted into the club.

From the Port

Joanna and | have been away and missed
several activities and we thank those that filled in for
us. With that said, we always make sure that the ) ‘
bar is well stocked so that our members have all ¥ {

their favorite refreshments. If anybody has any special requests, please let us Lt~

know, as we are here to make sure all of our SGYC members are happy. 2L 4
As much as we both wishwe couldbe here f orweNiew Yesar 6s

headed to Puerto Rico to spend the holidays with our grandchildren.

Please remember that your port captains are here for YOU!

Happy Holidays, Bill and Joanna

1 By the way, we are such dedicated Port Captains -
that we named our boats Captain Morgan LN
and Captain Morgan 2! Q3 ~x



Ship Store News

Another year has passed for the Ship's Store, and many of you have enjoyed

getting some great pieces of logo'd merchandise .
As your Ship's Store gal, | have tried
finding fun yet functional items that you will
enjoy wearing out and about, leading to
some fun conversations about our wonderful E
Yacht Club!
If you missed our Holiday Boutique
and Happy Hour earlier this month, you
missed an amazing event! As we face 2026
and our 50th Anniversary of SeaGate Yacht
Club, you will be finding some great logo'd
items commemorating our half century mark! Check out not only the clothing, but some
additional merchandise as well.

Margee Lennagr8hip Sto@mordinator
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Commodores Ball

Commo d o r e & anly Bapders once a year, but it was definitely a
happening!

We dressed in our fanciest attire, we
danced, we shared a delicious dinner with
friends, we recognized diligence, we
gambled and won prizes, we recognized
achievements, and we toasted another
enjoyable year with SeaGate Yacht Club

\ il /

What a night at Bahia Corinthian Yacht
Club. The evening started with the
§ traditional photo opportunity with
Commodore Chris Johnson-Pasqua
(thanks to our webmaster, Josef
Davydovits, the fun pictures can be
found on our website).

A delightful sit-down dinner was
followed by whole hearted thank yous to

our amazing event hosts and board
members, and the traditional induction
of the new officers.

Dancing kept the evening lively,
and the new addition of casino games i
black jack, roulette, and craps i
transformed the ballroom into a high-
stakes, low consequence evening of
chance. The evening culminated in a
raffle with amazing prizes.




Thank you to Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs, Mark Arizmendi, Tricia Pratto, and Grace Toy
for their generous additions to the raffle.




A special shout-out to our outgoing Commodore, Chris Johnson-Pasqua, for a
successful year. Thank you for your hard work, great humor, and excellent leadership!
Il n short, the SeaGate Yacht Club Commodor e
It was an evening of great food, enthusiastic dance moves, spectacular outfits, and the
kind of camaraderie that makes you proud to be a part of the boating (or just boat-
adjacent) community.

Holiday Boutique

Traditionally, the SGYC Holiday Boutique ( i Ho Bo 0 )
an afternoon affair focused on exposing the new line of Ship
Store items available for the new year.

Our classy captains of commerce have lately been B
adding nibbles and Holiday décor to the mix, creatlng a casual
isip & shopo at moggstsining ‘ g
enjoyed. This year, Ship Store
officer Margee Lennard and Sue
Shalley took the bold move of
turning the annual event into a full
Happy Hour, complete with
entertainment and a charitable
twist. On December 5", we were
not only wowed by
collection (including many 50t
anniversary items!), but also by the
delightful performance of the . —
Huntlngton High School Show Choir. A collection of canned goods, other foods and
personal items was also collected for
donation to local Church food banks.
SGYC Hats Off to Margee, Sue and
their team for a wonderful event!




Future Events

SeaGate Yacht Club
2025 Events Calendar
October 11, 2025 Revision
Date > Event2 3 Time = Location Event Hosts - Notes
12/13412/14 Huntington Harbour Boat Parade Huntington Beach Harbour Board & Members
12/31/2025 New Years Eve Bonaire Clubhouse Tricla Pratto

As 2025 draws to a
close, remember two of
our very important events
are still yet to come: the
annual Huntington
Harbour Boat Parade, and
the SGYC New
extravaganza. Be sure to
vote for the SeaGate boat
this year, and get those
dancind cl ot




Fried Squirrel

[ 20S (KS K2t ARIF@&ax odzi OF yQi
more turkey? Avoid the tryptophan overdose this year by
serving fried squirrel at your next gathering!

The following recipe was inspired by the May/June
2025 issue of Arkansas Wildlife.

EASY FRIED SQUIRREL

4 squirrels

1 beer

1 cupall-purposeflour

1 Thsp Paprika

1 Tsp each Onion Powder, Garlic Powder, Salt
Y% Tsp Pepper

Quarter squirrels and place in a pressure cooker and cover them with beer.

Cook for 1220 minutes, then remove the squirrels and allow them to cool.

Sift flour into a large bowl. Add Paprika, onion powder, garlic powder, salt and pepper to taste,
Dip squirrel pieces in the remaining beer, then coat with the dry mixture.

Heat oil in a deep fryer to 350 degrees. When hot, fry the squirrel pieces to a guioen
color, then place them to cool and dry. Serve with rice, fries or hush puppies.

Misten TieathTi

Mr. Tech Tip attempts to answer your questions
about boat mechanical maintenance and repair

Christmas Lights on Duffy Boats

Q:How is it that big boats can run loads of lights without exhausting their batteries, but
heavily lit Duffy boats often struggle to make it back to the dock?

A: Bigger boats produce their own electric power, either
through onboard generators or engine mounted alternators, but
GKSNBEQa fa2 || RAFFSNBYOSAAY
typical midsize power boat may carry a similar number of batterie
as he average Duffy, but connected in parallel to proddeep
reserves atl2 volts. Duffies run batteries in series to produttes
high voltage 36/ 48) the motors require, but without much capacity.




Both types of boatsanrun invertersto convert 12 volt direct (battery) current to 110 volt
household currentbutlarger boatause theirentire battery banko do sq whereas Duffy
invertersare generally connected to only 1
or 2 batteries, limiting reserves drastically.

Is there a solution?yes ask a marine
electrician about installing a 36v to 110v
AYOSNISNE 2N AaB6wlitQa LJ2 4 3
= 12 volt adaptetthat can run a typical inverter
safely. Alsofiyou happen to have a Sun
Cruiser or open boat with adequate
ventilation, see if a small generator can get
you safelythrough the boat parade.

Exclusive Interview: The EIf Who Came in from the Cold

Every December, a silent observer appears on the back-bar area of the
clubhouse. He sits motionless next to the Com
cherubic smile. But this year, we managed to secure a rare, off-the-record sit-down with
t he CI uwénd Elf onthesShelf," known in the intelligence community simply
as Agent Sparkles.

We met at midnight near the busted ice machine. Sparkles was surprisingly
candid, though he kept checking his watchd a Rolex Submariner the size of a dime.
SGYC:Thanks for meeting with us, Sparkles. Usua
think youdbére just a festive decoration.

Agent Sparkles: [Takes a drag from a candy cigarette] That 6 s what we wan
o think. |l tés called deep coveSeaGatmol? t hi nk |
|l ease. 1 6m collecting telemetry. |1 06m gatherd.i

SGYC: The Big Man? You mean Santa?

Agent Sparkles:We doné6ét use names on open channel s
And let me tell you, Control runs a tight ship. Tighter than that sloppy cleat hitch | saw
on Windspun yesterday.

SGYC: Wait, are you judging our seamanship? | thought you were just watching
for children behaving badly?

Agent Sparkles: Kid stuff is low-level clearance. The North has expanded its
jurisdicti on.evaorierl sawh memkaronlg waotn 6t name names,
owns a Duffy Sun Cruiserd popping champagne corks out over the wetlands. You think
that goes unnoticed? [He taps his pointy red hat] This hat is actually a high-gain
antenna. That incident went straight to the Naughty Database.

SGYC:So, youbre essentially a spy?

t
P



Agent Sparkles: | prefer the term "Forensic Morality Consultant.” The North Pole
i sndét just a t algbalfsaveitamce network. Yoa thinkaeingeartly on
magic dust? Thatoés proprietary stealth techno
groundé er, t he f elAndlesniedtekyou, thenchattdr @misghoet bff .
the recent Holiday Boutique was off the charts. We had to redirect a satellite just to
monitor the transaction volume.
SGYC: The Boutique? What happened there?
Agent Sparkles:L et 6 s just say there was some highl
the anniversary items. We have reason to believe operatives from Bahia
Corinthian Yacht Clubwer e on the premises. They werenot
doing reconnaissance. We also saw a lady in a Seal Beach fleece measuring table
settings with a laser rangefinder, undoubtedly trying to steal centerpiece technology.
SGYC:That sounds serious. Il s that the bigges
Agent Sparkles:1 t 6s bad, but the Naughty List is g
flagged two primary targets for immediate coal deployment.
SGYC: Can you share who they are?
Agent Sparkles: | shouldn't... but leak prevention is lax this time of year. Chris Johnson
Pasqua? Flagged. We have 4k video evidence of a transgression that | can only
describe as "unsportsmanlike conduct regarding a holiday appetizer." And Bob
McCormack? Let 6 s just say his file is thicker than
did. Control is not amused.

SGYC:What 6s the biggest infraction youdve se
Agent Sparkles: i Speed Duftfoysi mgdmp ant coupleénembers ac ki ng
that treat the no-wake zones| i ke t he Autobahn. Control doesn.

shipping costs are down, and we will air-drop a payload into those folkdb s s tsifc ki n g
theydondt throttle down.
SGYC: So Sparkles, you move to someplace new every night. Is that just to get
a better view?
Agent Sparkles: Af f i r mative. Civilians think itoés "
repositioning. Last Friday | was overlooking the downstairs 6 f re,ibecguse | suspected
someone was tryingtor ai d J cecretypasickle stash. Suspicion confirmed!
SGYC: That sounds intense. Do you ever get time off?
Agent Sparkles: Spycraft is a 24/7 gig until extraction day on December 24th. But
| do enjoy the amenities. | &vel baefhrosmphboei o
Al ockedo tapper; Kirk & Kevin say they | ost
SGYC: Any final message for the Yacht Club members?
Agent Sparkles: Keep your lines tight, your fenders deployed, and try to find
someice. And remember: i f you feel | Andell youdre b
Pasqua and McCormack to | ook skyward on Chris

[Suddenly, Port Captain Morgan turned on the lights. By the time | looked back, Agent
Sparkles was gone. The only evidence he was ever there was a tiny, wet footprint on
the bar top and a faint smell of peppermint and danger.]




Congratulations to all our members Celebrating
Birthdays and Anniversaries in the mobtbsether &lanuary

May you have a Fantastic Day, a Wonderful Year,
and Many Happy Times with your friends here at SGYC!

Medical Moments with Dr. Mark

Medical Moments with Dr. Mark
was cancelled for this issue
when we learned that Mistle-Toe -
is not a medical condition.

Thank you, Dr. Mark, “i
for bringing this to our attention.
e
% . The Huntington Beach Pier
We SeaGaters are nautically
Community naturally Harbour Focused, but
Spotlight this great city, and need to remember the obvious

during this special season: the Huntington Beach

Pier. Althoughthe pierisonl y 1 of our <ci ty.

registered historic places, it was actually here first, in

1901,
one year before HB was incorporated.
Since then, our pier has played a key role
i n every s e asfantastio f
history.

Be sure to get a look at it this
mont h. Youodl |l see
snowflakes adorning the pier, lit following
a parade and ceremony on December 7,
as a fundraiser and awareness marker for
Waymakers, a local youth shelter and
emergency crisis center.




Best Day on the Water

This is a NEW feature for the Burgee, and we are still
collecting and compiling your submissions. Whether your
BDoW was adventure-sailing coral reefs, a Seagate member
cruise, wind-surfing Waikiki, tossing champagne on a cruise ship in Bali or simply a
memorable Duffy ride with Grand kids, please let us know!

Note: Wedre also looking for a Logo f
and welcome your ideas!

Members in the News

Most of you are aware that, for many years now, our entry in the annual Boat
Parade rides on FinTastic, owned by member Robin Clark.

FinTastic, a veteran of numerous boat parades, was for many years
commi ssioned by a major department store, and
giant white teddy bear.

Alert members who shop at Trader Joes may have noticed FinTastic in the mural
permanently painted on the wall just beyond the cashiers. For those of you who
havenét, hereds a quick pic and cl oseup:




We remain truly thankful to Robin and his family
for their generous support of the club during Parade season.
Also,
Does anyone know the artist? We understand all Trader Joe artwork
is done by an in-house person. If someone knows the painter,
please tell one of the officers so we can do an interview.

Signs of
our Times

This corner of the Burgee is ' \ |

eserved for amusing signs
members see in their travels. j
This year weodove had several amusi ncg
'on signs, shirts and bumper sticker
with a photo, such as:

ey

e
e

AForget Santa, 10l just ask N
ASanta, did you get my Text?0
ANo Santa, | wanted a fat Bank
and a skinny Body! o

€ and this: AJingle AIl the Way!
Nobody likesahalf-hear t ed jingler!)o

We also noticed the open door at the base of the Church in Old World Village
has a sign mandating its closure. (Apparent |
but it is beautifully decorated for the season inside.)
Rounding out our signs this issue is this little
gem, so appropriate for our community, which one
reader interprets as follows: Playiny Yahtzee with
Squirrels is Not Allowed!




Note: Please share the fun signs you see for all to enjoy!

TALKIK'INNWTI NAUT |

Tal kind Naut.i i's one of our
designed to help our members recognize the nautical
roots of terms they use every day.

Shipshape
The original term, shipshape (or ship shape) and in
Bristol fashion, referred to when

coast port and was used to describe everything being in order
with cargo and at the port. For example: By mid-afternoon,

volunteers had everything ready, and the clubhouse was in

shipshape fortheeveni ngbés MHappy Hour

Trivial Pursuit

Again this year, we have Christmas
trivia questions for
can get right!

Answers will be at the end of the
Burgee.

CHRISTMAS

ny you
TRIVIA

What is the name of the season leading up to Christmas?

What color are mistletoe berries?

What plantis knownasthei Chr i $§1 maver 0 ?

What is the name of the period between Christmasand NewY e ar 6 s ?

In Victorian Christmas traditions, bells were rung to chase away what?

Whatis S a n t raabneame?

In which country was St. Nicholas born?

Which drink is often left out for Santa in the UK?

. Which reindeer has a name thatmeansit hunder 0 °?

OWhi ch reindeer has a name that means

BHOONO O AWNE

Have a Great Harbor / Sunset / Seagate
photo?
Please share it! Contact any of the
people below,
and maybe youdll see
issue!

Br

Al



Our theme this issue is not seasonal; focus instead is on how the sky reflects on
the water, something that plays out somewhere on the SeaGate waters almost daily.

Readers are beginning to notice how many of our good, rich sunset photos are
taken from along the Dominica channel. Why? We have no concrete answer, except to
say the sky rarely disappoints along there.



