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Anniversary News
 SGYC is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year, and we want it to show.  That’s why the 

board has been working hard on freshening up our logo and developing some fresh branding. 
 A variety of differing themes were considered, but the board was drawn to a particular piece of 

artwork, which they then subtly improved until all agreed it was perfect! 
 So, take a good look at your new, SGYC logo, and know that you’ll be seeing it quite frequently 

in the future!  Special thanks to Robin Erickson, who did much of the artwork manipulation. 
 

IN THIS ISSUE: 
Anniversary News, Past & Upcoming Events, Commodore’s Cruise Matching 

Game, Member News, Rally in the Galley, Community Spotlight, Talkin’ Nauti, 

Best Day, Signs of our Times, Great Shots Photos, Word Search, Vintage News, 

The Hope of Spring, Easter Gladness, Chocolate Bunnies and Much MORE! 

 



 

 

 What began years ago as a way to introduce new or prospective to club outings has gone from 
the New Members Brunch to the Flotilla Brunch, because, well it was just too much fun not to open it 
up to everyone. 
 That was again the case this year, when skippers and guests from several SGYC boats spilled 
out onto the docks in front of Acapulco in Alamitos Bay to celebrate the day with champagne and 
salsa. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



 Ninety minutes.  That’s how long Royal 

Caribbean had allotted themselves to clear out the 

5,000 guests they’d been feeding and entertaining for 

the last week and begin devoting their full and 

complete attention to SeaGate Yacht Club members. 

 And we were ready!  We’d spent months 

trafficking URGENT messages and texts regarding 

such vital issues as boarding times, dining 

arrangements and drink-packages.  We’d gathered in 

pre-cruise meetings 3 times to hash out photo ops, 

meeting spots and group activities. We’d discussed 

more transportation options to the pier than there were people to transport.  Finally, Go Time!  There 

we were, all in new Green Shirts (thanks to Dale Giali), standing in awe of the giant wall of cabins that 

would become our home for the 

next 6 days.    

  Quantum of the Seas 

dwarfs the Titanic 168,000 tons to 

46,328, and 16 decks to 9.  Nor 

was the Titanic 

equipped with a 

sky crane, surf 

pond, pickleball 

courts, laser tag or 

bumper-cars.  In 

fact, it didn’t even 

have balconies, but 

each of us did, and 

each with a highly 

decorated front door.  (Giali’s AGAIN!)  



 

  

Boarding and sail-away jitters soon gave way to daily 

rhythms that included games, shopping, swimming, 

dining, relaxing, socializing and loads of entertainment.  

 

 

 



     Almost forgotten 

was our des-

tination: Cabo San 

Lucas, Mexico.  



 We arrived mid-day Sunday to a riot of 

boating activity in the harbor.  For the next 

24 hours, cruisers drifted back and forth to 

Cabo by ship tender, generally returning to 

the ship with souvenirs or tales from Cabo 

Wabo Cantina.  

(Should the club now organize a “cruise” to the Cabo Wabo in Las Vegas?)

 

 

 Monday afternoon, Quantum’s anchor rose, and we headed toward home in a trip just as busy 

as the first leg of the journey. 





Rather than simply telling some of the highlights, test your skill in the Matching Game below to 

see what your fellow members were up to:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        One last bit of eye candy was waiting for us when we returned 

to San Pedro… a great view of the retired 1942 battleship the USS 

IOWA. 

 The bottom line?  We thought Commodore Cruising was lost to the 

past, but this came along and we thought it a blast!  Many thanks to 

Commodore Tricia, the Green Gialis and all the others who made the 

trip so memorable.  One last thing… anyone recognize this guy? 



 Friday, March 27th was chosen as the day SGYC would roll out our new 50th anniversary Ship 

Store items.  Of course, we used it as an opportunity to have a party, and, from the looks of things, 

everyone had a very good time!  Special entertainment for the evening was provided by the 

Huntington Beach Show Choir.  This group of talented young people has sung for us before, and 

once again performed to thunderous applause.  The group makes for fantastic eye-candy as well, and 

gladly posed for photos before leaving with well-earned gratuities from our members. 

 

 We’re excited to have such an incredible community of members at SGYC this year! Our newly 

designed 2026 membership cards have been printed and distributed at our last two events, and Commodore 

Tricia Pratto even walked the SeaGate community to personally deliver many of them. 

 If you haven’t received your card yet, don’t worry—I’ll have them available at Opening Day. If 
you’d prefer to have yours mailed, feel free to reach out at sgyc.membership@gmail.com. 
 Our updated 2026 roster is currently in progress and will be distributed as soon as it returns 
from the printer. We appreciate your patience as we finalize it. 
 And as always, if you have a friend or neighbor interested in joining SGYC, please have them 
contact us at sgyc.membership@gmail.com—we’d love to welcome them aboard! 
 Kindest Regards, Aubree Fuentes, 2026 Membership Chair 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to all our members Celebrating Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

May you have a Fantastic Day, a Wonderful Year, 

and Many Happy Times with your friends here at SGYC!  

Community Spotlight
 Nestled among the shops near Trader Joes is a rare store that rolls 

education, fun and practicality into a single visit.  It’s the "Hidden Talents Ceramic 

Studio", which offers a premier venue for a variety of ceramic painting activities for 

individuals, groups and organizations.  Whether it’s a birthday party, after-school program, 

Church youth group or just someone who strolls in, a day 

of fun is almost guaranteed.  

 The studio flourishes under the guidance of owner and 

SGYC member Debbie Wainer, who brings many decades of 

expertise to our local hot-spot for pottery.  As the heart and soul 

behind this enchanting studio, Debbie not only brings out the 

inner-artist in adults, but helps propel the next generation into 

embracing hands-on, practical artistic activity.  Many have 

developed a lifelong passion for ceramics and hand-crafting as 

a result of Debbie’s work. 

 If you haven’t met Debbie yet or been to her studio, wander in one day and say Hi!  She’s 

there (Unit E) most Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday afternoons unless she’s on their boat or at a 

yacht club activity! 

 Classic Boat Dip 

 Whether you're dealing with a tiny galley or just want to 

spend more time on deck, these recipes focus on portability, 

stability in heat, and minimal cleanup. 

 Enter, the Classic Boat Dip.  This is a staple in the boating 

community because it is filling, requires zero heat, and tastes 

better after sitting in a cooler for an hour. 

 

• Ingredients: 1 tub (16 oz) Sour Cream, 1 packet Taco Seasoning, 1 can Corn (drained),  
1 can Black Beans (rinsed), and shredded Mexican-blend cheese. 
 

• Method: Stir everything together in a large airtight container. Serve with sturdy tortilla chips. 
 

• Why it works: It’s "snackle-box" friendly a nd won't wilt in the sun. 



 
 

Mr. Tech Tip attempts to answer your questions 
about maintenance and repair, 

to keep your boat as clean, reliable and enjoyable as possible. 
 

 Mr. Tech Tip felt like it was a good time for some Springtime tips for our 

Duffy pilots out there.  Springtime on a Duffy boat is fantastic because the 

weather is mild, but it does require a bit more preparation than a standard 

summer cruise since the air can still be crisp, especially once you're on the 

water.  Duffy boats are famous for their vinyl window enclosures. All winter, the 

"greenhouse effect" they provided was your best friend, but now you need to Master the Enclosure 

strategy.  Here’s how: 

• Keep the back closed: Even if you roll up the side windows for a breeze, keep the aft (back) 
windows zipped shut to prevent a draft from pulling through the cabin. 
 

• Temperature Control: If it gets too warm, try unzipping the roof’s entry-flap instead of the side 
windows. This lets the hot air out while keeping the cool wind off you and your guests.. 
 
 

Our BDOW entry this issue comes from 

Kendra Dix, daughter of Michael & Doris and 

sister of former webmaster Austin.  Kendra 

drew this picture so long ago that Michael had 

hair, but sadly no arms! 

Please note, 

We are still looking for your stories!  We 

know you have them, because we hear you 

telling them at yacht club functions, so jot them 

down and get them to a board member! 

Also, 

The logo above is one of 3 options 

provided to us for this new segment.  We’ll 

share the others for your input as well. 



 

How about another custom Word Search puzzle! 

In this one, all you have to do is identify the Burgee Bits 

found in the average SGYC Burgee newsletter. 

Easy – Peasy, Right? 

Many of the answers can be found within this Burgee 

but for a complete list, go all the way to the end of this document. 

Have fun! 

 

 

 

 



 
 

TALKIN’ NAUTI 
 Talkin’ Nauti is one of our newer Burgee Bits, 
designed to help our members recognize 

        the nautical roots of terms they use every day. 
 

Rats Deserting a Sinking Ship  

Rats and other vermin were commonplace on ships, but if the boat began 
to take on water, they would jump into the water and swim away to try and 

save themselves.  

 For example: We were like rats deserting a sinking ship when it became 
clear that our company had been committing fraud and cheating us of our full pay. 
 

Signs for our Times 

 Another area where we ask for image submissions is Signs for our Times.  For this issue, an 

alert reader has supplied evidence of a sign located somewhere in Ohio which, we’re told, means 

exactly what it says.  Our 2nd entry is not really a sign but, well, if you know, you know! 

 



 

 Great Shots is the place in the Burgee where you get 

to strut your photographic stuff and submit fun and 

interesting photos you’ve taken or come across since our 

last issue.  In this edition we have an anonymously 

submitted photo of your Commodore in a bikini taken on 

the recent Commodore’s Cruise to Cabo San Lucas, 

Mexico.  Also, we have a greatly stylized photo of “the 

Long Road Home”, taken on Edinger near the clubhouse.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many Thanks for your contributions! Have a Great Shot or interesting photo?  Allow us to share it with 
your neighbors in the next issue. 

Your Commodore 

In a 

BIKINI 



 

  Congratulations, SeaGate Yacht 

Club, on your 50th Anniversary!  Many 

things have changed through the years 

of course, but one constant is this: it 

powers ahead through the generous 

donation of time from willing volunteers. 

  When you get an announcement 

by eMail, know that someone 

volunteered to send it; the newsletter 

you’re reading right now was produced 

by volunteer hands, and when you attend 

a function where there is a chair for you 

to sit, a glass with something in it and a 

table to rest it on, understand that 

someone agreed to make that happen for you, and their only compensation is to see you smile.  Even 

our events are volunteer driven, from concept to calendar to “congratulations”. 

 With our anniversary year now upon us, the club could not only use your help but would love to 

share the fun of serving your neighbors and fellow members.  Here’s how: 

 Are you creative?  Crafty?  Like to design? 

 Are you sociable?  Happy when making phoning people or greeting them? 

 Do you have computer skills, either with spreadsheets or graphic arts? 

 Are you skillful in the kitchen with recipes to share? 

 If you’re handy with boats, are you willing to share your tips? 

 Is photography your thing?    

 If any of the above ring true for you, please contact any of the people listed down below and 

indicate your interest.  You’re also welcome to attend any board meeting, usually the 1st Wednesday 

of the month, just to ask questions and see if there’s something you’d like to explore! 

 

 

 

Here it is, your Year at a Glance 2026 Events Calendar 

Please Note that 

Some Dates are subject to Change 

 

 Opening Day is always our biggest event of the year, and 

it’s coming up fast!  This year is sure to be more spectacular than ever before, 

as we all rally to celebrate the club’s 50th Anniversary. 

 If you haven’t signed up already, be sure to do so soon.  The date is 

April 25, and the event flyer can be found at the end of this issue! 

 As always, Cheers to 50 Years!  



SeaGate Yacht Club 2011 

 This year, 2026, SeaGate Yacht Club is celebrating its Golden Anniversary!  While we are 

enthusiastically embracing our 50th year, we also plan to spend some time cruising down memory 

lane, looking back at some great times and remembering some great people that paved the way for 

the club we all love and enjoy today. 

 In this issue, we’re reaching back 15 years to another anniversary celebration.  How many of 

the people in the photo can you name?  Where was the photo taken, and what was the occasion?  

Explore the 2011 Burgee at the end of this issue! 

 
 

 

 

 

You don’t have to be a board member to suggest, host or assist at an event! 

Have an idea you think the members would enjoy? 

Contact any board member with your suggestions! 

 

We are grateful to all who contributed to this issue. 

To see all event pictures, go to 

http://s.seagateyachtclub.com/ 

View past Burgees here:              

http://www.seagateyachtclub.com/HTML%20Files/Burgees%20Past.html. 

 

http://s.seagateyachtclub.com/
http://www.seagateyachtclub.com/HTML%20Files/Burgees%20Past.html
http://www.seagateyachtclub.com/HTML%20Files/Burgees%20Past.html


Commodore Word Search 
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SeaGate Yacht Club 
 

2026 Board Members 

• Tricia Pratto – Commodore 

• Joyce Zimmerman-Ochs – Vice Commodore 

• Michelle Murray – Rear Commodore 

• Mary Lundin - Treasurer 

• Marianne Koshar – Secretary 

• Meghan Koshar - Blaster 

• Robin Erikson – Roster 

• Aubree Fuentes – Membership 

• Michael Dix – Communication 

• S/C Josef Davydovits – Web Developer 

• Sue Westover–Giali – Judge Advocate 

• S/C Dr. Mark Monroe – Fleet Surgeon  

• Margee Lennard – Ship Store 

• Chris Johnson-Pasqua – Jr Staff Commodore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



  



 



  



 



 



  



  



  



 


